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Lord Pig:ot summoned to the Board Richard Lathom,
Chief of Cuddalore, who had come up to join the Com-
mittee of Circuit, and the Minority thus augmented sus-
pended the remaining members of the Majority, ordered
Fletcher into arrest, and offered the command of the army
to Stuart. On Saturday, the 24th, Stuart breakfasted
with Lord Pigot, and the Council sat intermittently
throughout the day at the Fort House. When they rose
the Governor invited Stuart to supper at the Company's
Gardens and offered him a seat in his chaise. They start-
ed after dark, Pigot himself driving a pair of spirited
horses. The road lay across the Island through a double
avenue of banyan trees. When the carriage was midway
between the bridges, two officers, Lieut-Colonel Edington,
Adjutant-General, and Captain Lysaght stepped into the
road and signed to it to stop. They were supported by an
armed party of sepoys concealed in the shadow of the trees.
Lord Pigot reined i'n. Lysaght shouted, '"You are my
prisoner/7 and Stuart ordered the Governor to get out.
Pigot was hustled into a closed carriage belonging to Ben-
field, which was waiting at the spot. Lysaght, pistol in
hand, followed; an orderly sergeant mounted behind, and
the carriage with drawn blinds was driven rapidly to the
Mount, where Lord Pigot was delivered into the custody
of Major Matthew Home, commanding the Artillery.
"Stuart, who had framed the whole plan in collusion
with Fletcher, returned from the scene of arrest to the
Fort House, where the Majority were already assembled.
All slept in the Council Chamber that night. On the morn-
ing of Sunday the 25th, having suspended Russell, Dalrym-
ple, Stone and Lathom, they summoned the civil and mili-
tary servants and the inhabitants to hear a proclamation
announcing their assiirnption of Government with George
Stratton as President. The military officers had already
received their orders from Stuart. ' Among the civil ser-
vants there was some hesitation, and 38 of them ultimately
refused to acknowledge the new Government (No. 297).
On the 27th, at midnight, Colonel Edington presented him-
self at the Mount with an order to Major Home for the re-
moval of Lord Pigot to an unspecified place of detention.
Pigot refused to go, and when Home summoned the garri-
son troops, the ex-Governor harangued them to such effect
that they tacitly refused to exercise force. Edington re-